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Moderation 2010 
 

Schools will be aware that we are approaching the time of year where Foundation Stage Profile 
Moderation takes place.  With this in mind, we felt it timely to provide the latest information on the 
Moderation process in Lincolnshire.  
 
The Local Authority has a statutory responsibility to ensure that all practitioners responsible for the 
completion of the EYFS Profile take part in moderation activities at least once annually.   Schools 
receive an individual moderation visit once every 4 years and for the remaining 3 years in the cycle, 
attend a cluster moderation event.   
 
The moderation process involves a professional dialogue to ensure practitioner judgements are in line 
with nationally agreed exemplification and seeks to ensure that everyone feels confident that recorded 
judgements are accurate both locally and nationally.   
 
Moderation should be a supportive process and is designed to develop practitioners’ confidence in their 
approaches to assessment and making judgements against the EYFS Profile.  The Birth to Five Service 
will work with practitioners, offering support and challenge to ensure that the outcomes for children in 
Lincolnshire are consistent and fair.  
 
Moderation Timetable 2010 
• Individual Moderation – weeks beginning 26th April and 3rd May 
• Cluster Moderation – weeks beginning 17th May and 24th May 
• Special Schools Moderation – by arrangement with the school 
• PVI Settings – by arrangement with the setting 
 
Areas of Learning to be moderated in 2010 
This year we will be moderating the two areas of learning below: 
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development (all scales) 
• Knowledge and Understanding of the World 

Data Submission  
 

Results must be submitted by the end of June and should be returned only once for 
each child who will be five years old on or before 31st August 2010. Schools will 
receive further information from the Performance Information Management Team 
with the relevant dates in term 5. 
 
Please note: 
 
•  If a child starts a new school before the summer half-term holiday (the sixth 

term) the new school must report the child’s results to the LA. 
 
• If a child starts at a new school during the second half of the summer term 

(the sixth term), the previous school or setting must report the child’s results 
to the LA. 

  
Please refer to the Assessment and Reporting Arrangements 2010 for details on exceptions and 
alternative assessments. (page 14) 
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Collection of Evidence 
 

‘Practitioners and EYFS profile moderators need to be aware that the definition of  
evidence is any material, knowledge of the child, anecdotal incident, result of observation or information 
from additional sources that support the overall picture of the child’s development. There is no 
requirement that it should always be formally recorded or documented.’ 
(EYFS Profile Handbook p12) 
 
This does not mean that it should never be recorded; neither does it mean that practitioners should 
keep onerous and unmanageable systems.  
 
• Practitioner’s are NOT required to collect 3 pieces of evidence for each scale point. 
• The collection of evidence should be part of every day practice.  
• The collection of evidence should be both a meaningful record of a child’s attainment and 

achievement as well as being manageable for practitioners. 
 
Please note: 
‘In order to make consistent and accurate judgements, practitioners need to use valid and consistent 
evidence to inform their assessments. This evidence will be collected as an ongoing process from a 
spectrum of circumstances in which children demonstrate their knowledge, skills and understanding. 
The majority of evidence will come from the practitioner’s knowledge of the child and observation of the 
child’s self-initiated activities.’  
(EYFS Profile Handbook p9) 

What does evidence look like? 
 

 
A broad range of evidence demonstrating a picture of a child’s learning journey and attainment will 
consist of the following effective practice; 
 

 
 

 
 
 

• Spontaneous observations 
• Focussed observations 
• Conversations with children 
• Information from parents 
• Samples of work 
• Photographs 
• Evidence from other settings 
• Evidence from other 

contributors 
• Professional judgements of  
 practitioners. 
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 Individual Moderation 

 
Schools that have been selected for individual moderation have already received 
letters confirming this.  Each school will be visited by a moderator and will be asked 
to provide a print out of attainment of the whole cohort’s EYFS Profile scores. 
 
The moderator will select three children from this print out who are working within 
each of the ability bands. This is in line with the QCDA moderation requirements 
details of which are available on the Birth to Five Website. 
 
There will be a short 10 minute joint observation of a child, then the majority of the visit will consist 
of moderation of evidence for the three children against the two areas of learning. 
 

 

Cluster Moderation 
 
Schools that have been selected for cluster moderation will receive a letter to attend a specific 
cluster meeting in their local area. 

 
The morning session will focus on agreement trialling and moderation of Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development. 
 
There will also be a standards discussion which will focus on the use of data and quality assurance of 
the EYFS Profile data. 
 
The afternoon session will consist of agreement trialling and moderation of Knowledge and 
Understanding of the World. 
 
Practitioners will be asked to bring a print out of EYFS Profile scores for the whole cohort and a range 
of evidence to support judgements against the 
areas of learning for one child representing each 
of the ability groups;  
 
• scale points 1-3  
• scale points 4-7  
• scale points 8-9  
 
These children are to be selected by the 
practitioner.  

Moderation Procedures 
 

As outlined in the QCDA Local Authority Moderation requirements booklet all schools 
judgements are moderated at least once every year.  
 
• 25% of schools receive an individual moderation visit to the school. 
 
• 75% of schools are then called to a cluster event local to the school to take part in 

agreement trialling and moderation events. 
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Birth to Five Service, The Old School, Lamb Gardens, St Giles, Lincoln. LN2 4EG 01522 587570 
Telephone Contact Times; Mon-Thurs:8:30am—5pm & Friday 8:30am—4:45pm.  

An answer machine is in use for calls outside Office hours 
www.birthtofive.org.uk 

Contacts 
 
 

The Birth to Five Service      01522 587570 
 
  
Moderation Manager       Lauraine Leroy 
 
 
Lead Adviser  
(East and West Lindsey)                          Lyn Challender 
 
 
Lead Adviser  
(Lincoln, North Kesteven and Boston)     Claire Logan 
 
 
Lead Adviser   
(South Holland and South Kesteven)                Zoe Cox 
 
  
E-Mail:         birthtofive@lincolnshire.gov.uk 

Reminders 
 
 

• Headteachers are required to sign a letter of compliance when submitting data to the 
Performance Information Management Team.  

 
• By signing this Headteachers are confirming that they have checked and quality 

assured data prior to its submission to the Local Authority. 
 
• The data will also be quality assured by the Local Authority. 
 
• Any anomalies will be followed up by 

a phone call/ visit to ensure that data 
submitted is accurate. This is 
essential in order to fulfil the main 
purpose of the EYFS Profile. 

 
• Birth to Five Support materials are 

available on our website at: 
www.birthtofive.org.uk 

 
 




